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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
application: 

1. (Cancelled) 

2. (Ciurrentiy Amended) The method of claim 44, further comprising: 
determimng from a cell identifier for the specified cell whether the specified 

a valid ceU; 

s onding a response messago from tho sooond control nodo to the first oontro 

and 

further comprising including in the response message an indication that the 
specified cell is not a valid cell. 



3. (CanceUed) 



4. (Cmrendy Amended) For use in a radio acces s network having a fust 



node which controls afirst sRt of base stations and a second control node which controls 



the 



cell is 
«edet 



cortrol 



se.cond set of hasp, stations, each base stat i on serving a cell, a method comprising: 



transmitting cell mformation frnm the second control node to the first contrjl node 



nnlv when the cell information is not ah r p^dv known bv the first control node, M 
information in clnding a set o f cell information parameters chffi-actetizins a 



cell 



specifittdcell 



s ^ed bv a base station CQntrolled bv the second cont rol node; 

c^nHinp rP. qiiest mess «f ^e, from the first control node, to the second contro] 



I node, 



the re quest me -^Ra fXB includir ^ a ceU identifier for the specified cell; 

^pnHin ^ a resoonse message fr o m the second control node to the first 



contDlnode; 



^r^Hnr^in p in the resDon^p- message both O) the ceU info rmatiffB deemed c,h 
the second control node for the spe c ified ceU: and (2) an indc^ w^chjs 



[ Tentbv 



Tifpp.sentitiveof 



the cell information deemed cu rrent bv the second control node for The specified .leU; a n d 



TliL imtkod of rlnim 3, ^-hnrii? flie index is of a sharter length than the 
infoimation. 



ceU 
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5. (Currently Amended) For use in a radio access n etwork having a first cont rol 



node which controls a first s«r of hase stati ons and a second control node which cQptjCQte a 



second set of hase stations, eadi base station ser ving a cell, a method comprismg: 

^^smirtiti f^ cell info n nation from the second control node to the first controll upde 



onlv when the cell information is not al ready known bv the first control node, the odl 



information wrlnrfin p a set of cell information pa rameters characterizing a specifie<|t cell 
served bv a base station controUed bv the second control node; 

i^e nding a request message from the first control node t o the second control Aode. 



the request message including a c ell identifier for the specified cell; 

spnHin g fl response message from the second contro l node to the first control 



including in the response message both Cn the cell informaHnn deemed current bv 



the second control node for the specified cell: and (2"^ an index which is representalive of 



the cell information deemed current bv the second control node for the specified cell; and 



The method of claim 3, further comprioin g-forming the "idex as a counter w hose 
value is changed when configuration data of the specified cell is changed. 

I 6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 34, wherein the request mess age 

requests that the second control node allocate resources in the specified cell for a 
connection controlled by the first control node. 



7. (Original) The method of claim 6, wherein the request message is one of 
link setup request message and a radio hnk addition request message. 



8. (Cancelled) The method of claim 3, wherein the request message request s 
retrieval of cell information for the specified cell from the second control node. 

9. (Cancelled) Hie method of claim 1, further comprising: 
sending a request message from the first control node to the second control node; 

and 

including in tihie request message an index which is representative of tfie ce 1 
information deemed current by the first control node for the specified cell. 



node: 



a radio 
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10. (Cunently Amended) For use in a radio access n etwork having a first coi mi 



n ode which controls a first set of base stations and a second control nodfe which ccntrols a 



second set of base stations, each base station se rving a cell, a method comprising: 
transfnitriTif r cell information fiom the second contro l node to the first contro 



node 



only when the celt informatio n is not already known by the first control node, the c(tU 



ceU 



information fncludinp a set of cell inf ormation parameters charactffriTling a spectfig| 
served bv a base smtion controlled bv the se cond control node; 

sending a request message from the first control node to th e second control i ode; 



inrlndin ^ in the request message an index which is repres entative of the cell 



information deemed current by the first control node for the specified cell: and 

The method of claim 9 rwh6rein the index is of a shorter length than the cell 
information. 

1 1. (Currently Amended) For use in a radio access network having a first control 



node which controls a first set of base stations and a second control node which controls a 



second set of base stations, each base station serv ing a cell, a method comprising: 

transmitting cell information from the second contr ol node to the first control 



node 

information including a .set of cell information parameters characterizing a specified c^H 



onlv when the cell infonraiion is not akeadv known bv the first control node, th^gll 



served bv a base station controlled bv the seco nd control node; 

fiP-ndinp a re quest message from the first co ntrol node to the second control 



Oiodei 



inclndine in the reonest message an index which is representative of the eel 1 



information df^emed current bv the first cp ntrnl node for the specified cell; antj 

The method of claim 9, further comprioing f orming the index as a connter 4rhose 
value is changed when configuration data of the specified cell is changed. 



ceU 



12. (Currentty Amended) The method of claim 910, further comprising: 

(1) determining whether the index included in the request message represejuts 
informadon which is deemed cutient by the second control node; 

(2) sending a response message from the second control node to the first cjontrol 
node; and 
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(3) if the detetminatioii of step (I) is negative, including in the response mes sage 
the cell infonnation deemed cutrent by the second control node for the specified cell. 



13. (Cancelled) The method of claim 12, further comprising including in the 
response message an index which is representative of the ceU information deemed 
by the second control node for the specified cell. 



current 



cell is 
node; 



14. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 910, further comprising: 
determining from a cell identifier for the specified cell whether the specified 
a valid ceU; 

sending a response message from the second control node to the first control 

and 

further comprising including in the response message an indication that the 
specified ceU is not a valid cell. 



15. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 91Q, wherein the request message 
requests that the second control node allocate resources in the specified cell for a 
connection controlled by the first control node. 



16. (Original) The method of claim 15, wherein the request message is one 
radio link setup request message and a radio link addition request message. 



Df a 



17. (Cancelled) The method of claim 9, wherein the request message requests 
retrieval of cell information for the specified cell from the second control node, 

18. (Currently Amended) For use in a radio access network having a first.o jnttol 



node which contrnls a first set of base stations and a second control node which c( mtrol^ 



second set of baf>e stations, ftach base sta H ftn serving a ceU. a method comim?H>g 
t ransmitdng cell information f rom the second control node to the first control nodfe 



when the cell mformatioD is not alread y known bv the first cqmoi node, the cell 
information inc hiditi ^ a set of cell infonnation paraTnetfiTS qh^teri^ms a s 



served bv a base station p -f>nfmlled bv the second control node; 



-7 



peciffed cell 
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The mothod of olaim 1. wherein the cell iufoiBaation includes a set of cell 
infannation parameters which characterizes the specified cell and a set of cell 
infonnation parameters which characterizes at least one neighboring cell, flie neighJ{»oring 
cell beiixg adjacent to the specified cell. 



19. (Original) The method of claiin 18, farther comprising: 
sending a request message ftom the first control node to the second control 



and 



including in the request message an index which is refffesentative of the cell 
information deemed current by the first control node for the specified cell and a neighbor 
index which is representative of the cell information deemed current by the first coi itrol 
node for die neighboring cell. 



rode; 



slLorter 



20. (Original) The metibiod of claim 19, wherein the neighbor index is of a 
length than the cell infonnatiott for the neighboring ceU. 



21. (Original) The method of claim 19, further comprising forming the neighbor 
index as a counter whose value is changed when configuration data of the neighboring 
cell is changed. 

22. (Original) The method of claim 19, further comprising; 

(1) determining whether the index included in the request message represents cell 
infonnation which is deemed current by the second control node; 

(2) determining whether the neighbor index included in the request messagje 
represents cell information which is deemed current by the second control node 
neighboring ceU; 

(3) sending a response message ftom the second control node to the first i 

node; 

(4) if the determination of step (1) is negative, including in the response 
the ceU information deemed current by the second control node for the specified 

(5) if the detennination of step (2) is negative, including in the response 
the ceU information deemed current by the second control node for the neighboriilg 



8- 
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23. (Origmal) Hie method of claim 22, fuBrther comprising including in the 
response message a neighboring index which is representative of the cell infonnatic n 
deemed current by the second control node for the neighboring cell. 

24. (Original) The meUiod of claim 19, further comprising: 
determining from a cell identifier for the neighboring cell whether the neighjxjring 

cell is a valid cell; 

sending a response message from the second control node to the first contro^ node; 

and 

furflier comprising including in the response message an indication that the 
neighboring cell is not a valid cell. 

25. (Original) The method of claim 19, wherein the request message requests that 
the second control node allocate resources in the specified cell for a connection 
controlled by the first control node. 

26. (Original) The method of claim 25, wherein the request message is one i jf a 
radio link semp request message and a radio link addition request message. 

27. (Cancelled) A teleconmmnications network comprising: 
a radio access network having a first control node and a second control nods, each 

of the first control node and the second control node controUing at least one base station; 
a signaling link connecting the first control node and the second control no< ie 
wherein the second control node transmits cell information from the secont 
control node to the first control node over the signaling Unk only when the cell 
inf onnation is not already known by the first control node, the ceU infbiroation intiuding 
a set of cell information parametras characterizing a specified cell served by a bas e 
station controlled by the second control node. 

28. (Cancelled) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the first control node s snds a 
request message to the second control node, the request message including a cell 
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identifier for the specified cell, and wherein the second control node sends a respon je 
message to the first control node, the response message including both (1) the cell 
infonnation deemed cuiient by the second control node for the specified cell; and (^) an 
index which is representative of the cell information deemed current by the second 
control node for the specified cell. 

29. (Currently Amended) a tPlftmmiTiiiniratirtns network coTnpn;»fT^p: 
a rattift access network having a first cont rol node and a second control nodel each 



of the first control node and the second control no de controlling at least one base st idon; 



a dgnalinp linV connecting the first control node and the s econd control nod 5 



wherein the second control node transmits cell informatio n from the second 



control node to ifae first control node over the siena hng Unk only when the cell 
infonnatton is not aheadv known hv the fi r st control node, the cell information incjudins 



a set of cell information narameters ch aracterizing a specified cell served by a ba$e 
statiott controlled bv the second control nodei 

wherein the first control node sends a request me ?;sage to the secood control 



the request message inchiding a cell identifier for the specified cell, and whereinJte 
second control node sends a respoose message to the first control node, the response 



message including both m the ceU information deemed curre nt bv the second control 



node for the specified cell: and (2^ an indsx which is representative of the cell 
information deemed current bv the sec ond conteol node for the specified cell; and 
The apporatug of claim 28, wherein the index is of a shorter length than the 
infonnation. 



30. (Currently Amended) A telecommunications n etwork comtmsing: 
a radio access network having a ftfst c onfrol node and a second control nods, each 



of the firet coptiol node and the second control node controlling <at lea$t one base 



a sienaUng link connecting the first control node and the second control no 



wherein the second control node t ransmits cell information from the SCCOn<l 



node. 



cell 



tation: 



control node to the first control node o v er the signaling link QHlV whgn the c^ 
infoimation is not ahreadv known bv the first control n ode, the cell information ia 
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a set of cell information parameters cha racterizing a specified cell served bv a base 
station contro Hed bv the second control node: 

wh«r«ti the first con t rol node sends a request mcs?tagg tp tfa^ ^eg^ftd cqj^tK?} wOg. 
the request message including a cell iden tifier for the specified cell, and wherein thi ! 
second control node sends a resi;)onse message t o the first control node, the responso 



message incln Hi^ g both m the cell informa tion deemed current bv the second confaol 



node for the specified cell: and (2) an index which is representative o f th e cell 
infotmatioD deemed current bvtfae second contro l node for the specified cell; and 

The apporatas of claim 28, wherein the index is a counte* whosejvalue is ch^ged 
when configuration data of tbc specified cell is changed. 



31. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 3829, wherein the second 
node determines from a cell identifier for the specified cell whether the specified 
valid cell and sends a response message ftora the second control node to the first 
node; including in the response message an indication that the specified cell is not 
cell. 



control 
coUis a 
c(»ntrol 
21 valid 



32. (Currendy Amended). The apparatus of claim 3829, wherein the request 
message requests that the second control node allocate resources in the specified 
connection controlled by the first control node. 



33. (Original) The apparatus of claim 32, wherein the request message is < 
radio link setup request message and a radio link addition request message. 

34. (Cancelled) The apparatus of claim 28, wherein the request message : 
retrieval of cell information for the specified cell fix>m the second control node. 



35. (Cancelled) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the first control node 
request message to the second control node and includes in the request message 
which is representative of the cell information deemed current by the first 
for the specified cell. 



control node 



c( ill for a 



ore of a 



recfuests 



S(»ads 



a 

index 
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36. (Ovnently Axnended) a ^filynnnimmiications network comprising: 
a ladio access networ lc hftvinp ; a first control node and a second amirol node 



of the first control node and the second control nod^ ormtmllina at least one base sfa ition: 



^ ^T P^aliTif^ link ccmnectin f die first co ntrol node and the sRcond control node ; 



wherein the second control node transmits cell in formation from the second 
control node to the first control node over the si gnaling linls only when the cell 
information is not already known bv the first cont rol node, the ceU information incijiding 
a set of cell information parameters nharacteri^ifng a specified cell served bv a base 
station controlled bv the second control node: 

wherein the first control node sends a requ est message to the second control 



node 



and includes in the request message an index which is rep resentative of the cell 
information deemed current bv the first control node for th e specified cell: and 

ThQ opparatuo of clai s^^^wherein the index is of a shorter len^ than the 
information. 



(ell 



37. (Currently Amended) A telecommunications network comprising: 
a radio access network having a first control node and a second Control node 



of the first control node and the second control node controlling at least one base station: 



a Rip;nalin g link connecting the first control node and the second control nods: 



wherein the second control node transmits ce ll information from the second 



control node to the first control node over the sig naling link onlv when the cell 
information is not alreadv known bv the first co ntrol node, the cell infcirmation inc 



a set of cell information parameters characterizi ng a specified cell ser\^ed bv a base 



station controlled bv the second control node; 

wherein the first control node sends a request me ssage to the second contro: 



and includes in the request message an index which is re presentative of the cell 
information deemed current bv the first control node for the specified dell; and 

Th e a pp aran i i j of Hnim '^5, w hwrHn the index is a counter whose value is cljanged 
when configuration data of the specified cell is changed. 



38. (Cunenfly Amended) The apparatus of claim 3^26. wherein the seconc 
control node deteanines whether the ind^ included in die request message 



repres<int$ 



each 



each 



uding 



node 
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cell inf carnation which is deemed current by the second control node and, in Ihe eve nt of 
a negative determinaiion, includes in a response message sent to the firSt control no te the 
cell inf onnatian deemed current by the second control node for the spcdified cell. 

39. (Cancelled) The apparatus of claim 38, wheajcin the responsemessage in( eludes 
an index which is representative of the cell information deemed current by the seco id 
control node for the specified cell. 

40. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim S§36, wherein; the second 
control node determines from, a cell identifier for the specified cell whether the spa ;ified 
cell is a valid cell, in flie event of an affirmative determination, includes in a respoE se 
message sent to the first control cell an indication that the specified cell is not a val id cell. 

I 41 . (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 3^36 , wherein the request 

message requests that the second control node allocate resources in the specified cell for a 
connection controlled by the first control node. 

42. (Original) The apparatus of claim 41 , wherein the request message is on i of a 
radio link setup request message and a radio link addition request message. 

43. (Cancelled) The apparatus of claim 35, wherein the request message requests 
retrieval of cell information for the specified cell from the second control node. 

44. (Currentiy Amended) A telecomm unications network comprisiog: 
radin access network having a first con t ml node and a second control nodfe, each 



nf the first control node and the second control node controlling at lea st Pffe base station; 



a ci^nfllinp li nk connecting dte first con trol node and the second control no<iei 



wherein the second control node tra n smits cell information from the seconc 



control node to the first control node o ^'-^ *^' ^ m '^^'X) ? ^^"^ <^"^v wheik tiie cell 
information is not already known bv the fir s t rontroi node, the cell information imbluding 



a set of ceU information parameters cha r art<>rizing a snecified cell served by a bas 
station contr olled bv the ^ftcond control node: 
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wherein thft first control node sends a request message to tibie second control i lode 



the reqiiest message in rliiHinp ; a cell identifier for the specified cell, a nd wherein the 



second control node sends a response message to the First contro l node, ttie response 



message including both fl^ the cell infoimation deemed current bv the stecond contiDl 
node for the specified cell: and (2) an index which is repres entative of the cell 
^nfnTfnatio n deemed current bv the second control node for the specified cell; and 

The apparatuo of oloiB ^S^wherdn the cell information includes a set of cell 
information parametras which characterizes the specified cell and a set of cell 
information parameaters which characterizes at least one ndghboring cell, the neigh|)oring 
cell being adjaceaat to the specified cell. 



45. (Currently Amended) The apparams of claim 44, wherein thjs first contr( ^ 



request message to tho oooond control node and - i ncludes iab- iho rcques 



mossago on index which is representative of tho coll informatioD dGQmojd current 
fbrst control node for th e Gpocifiod coll and a neighbor index which is reipresentativt 
the cell information deemed current by the first control node for the neighboring ce il 

46. (Original) The apparams of claim 45, wherein the neighbor ipidex is of a 
shorter length than the cell information for the neighboring cell. 



47. (Original) The apparatus of claim 45, wherein the neighbor iiudex is a 
whose value is changed when configuration data of the neighboring cell is changec 



48. (Original) The apparatus of claim 45. wherein the second control node 
determines firom a cell identifi^ for the neighboring cell whether the neighboring 
valid cell and, in the event of an affirmative detenninadon, includes in;a response 
message sent to die first control node an indication that the neighboring cell is not 
cell. 



49. (Original) ITie apparatus of claim 45, wherein the request message requests 
tfiat the second control node allocate resources in the specified cell for a connectio q 
controlled by die first control node. 
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50. (Original) The apparatus of claim 49, wherein the request message is one of a 
radio link setup request message and a radio link addition request message. 

j 51 . (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 3722, whereinithe first coi itrol 

node and the second control node are both radio netwotfc control nodes: 

52. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 51, wherein the first conn ol 
node is a Serving Radio Network Control (SRNC) node and the second^ control nodje is a 
Drift Radio Network Control (DRNC). 

53. (New) The method of claim 5, further comprising: 

determiiung from a cell identifier for the specified cell whether tjhe specifiec[ cell is 
a valid cell; and 

further comprising including in the response message an indication that the 
specified cell is not a valid cell. 

54. (New) The method of claim 5, wherein the request message requests that the 
second control node allocate resources in the specified cell for a connefction contro|led by 
the first control node. 

55. (New) The method of claim 1 1 , further comprising: 

(1) determining whether the index included in the request message r^jrese^ts cell 
infonnatton which is deemed current by the second control node; 

(2) sending a response message firom tiie second control node to the first a mtrol 
node; and 

(3) if the determination of step (1) is negative, including in the response mfessage 
the cell inf onnaiion deemed current by the second control node for the specified c ill. 
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56. (New) The method of claiia 1 1, further comprising: 

deterixunixxg from a cell identifier for the specified cell whether the $peci£ied| cell is 
a valid cell; 

sending a response message £rom the second control node to the 'first control node; 

further comprising including in the response message an indication that the 
specified cell is not a valid cell. 

57. (New) Tlicmethodof claim 11, wherein the request message requests that 
the second control node allocate resources in the specified cell for a coimection 
controlled by the first control node. 

58. (New) The apparatus of claim 30, wherein the second control node deter miaes 
fi:om a cell identifier for the specified cell whether the specified cell is a valid cell snd 
sends a response message Jfrom the second control node to the first control node; 
including in the response message an indication that the specified cell is. not a valid! cell. 

59. (New) The apparatus of claim 30, wherein the request message requests that 
the second control node allocate resources in the specified cell for a connection 
controlled by the first control node. 

60. (New) The apparatus of claim 37, wherein the second control node detennines 
whether the index included in the request message represents cell information whi< h is 
deemed current by the second control node and, in the event of a negative detemiii ation, 
includes in a response message sent to the first control node flie cell information d« emed 
current by the second control node for the specified ceU. 

61 . (New) The apparatus of claim 37, wherein tibie second control node det€ nnines 
fix?m a cell identifieac for the specified cell whetiier the specified cell is a valid cell, in the 
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event of an affirmative detarmination, includes in a response message sent to the fiist 
control cell an indication that the specified cell is not a valid cell. 

62. (New) The apparatus of claim 37, wherein the request message requests |that 
the second control node allocate resources in the specified cell for a cot(nection 
controlled by the first control node. 

63. (New) The apparatus of claim 30, wherein the first control nbde and the 
second control node are both radio network control nodes. 

64. (New) Hie apparatus of claim 63, wherein the first control node is a Ser ving 
Radio Network Control (SRNC) node and the second control node is a Enift Radio 
Network Control (DRNC). 
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